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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 576, 577, 578, and 579, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all four.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, October is National 
Breast Cancer Awareness month, and as this 
month comes to an end, it is important for us 
to reflect upon the progress we have made to-
ward defeating this illness. 

An increased awareness of the steps nec-
essary to defeat breast cancer, including 
mammography screenings, has led to early 
detection and higher survival rates. 

However, we still have a long way to go. 
This year nearly 40,000 women will die of 
breast cancer, and over 211,000 new cases 
will be diagnosed. 

Unfortunately, many of these cases will be 
diagnosed, and deaths will occur, in commu-
nities where access to advanced medicine is 
limited. 

Congress’s commitment to increasing the 
funding for cancer prevention and early detec-
tion is helping us battle this disease. Today 
we can be proud of the advancements we 
have made. But we must continue our commit-
ment to defeating breast cancer by raising the 
public’s awareness, expanding health care 
screenings to include all women, and con-
tinuing to fund the research necessary to fight 
this disease. 
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